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	People retiring in the early years of the 21st century, the so-called baby boom generation, have witnessed a

	revolution in the world of finance and investment during their working years. The forces of globalization assure that

	their children, now in their earning years, face a future just as dynamic.





	Deregulation of the securities, banking, and savings industries, starting in the 1970s, made a vast range of financial

	and investment products and services available to people at all economic levels. It also led to abuses and financial

	losses that required government intervention and a modernization of investor safeguards.





	Merger mania in the "roaring 1980s" saw many of America's best-known corporations in hostile takeovers or

	leveraged buyouts financed by junk bonds, giving rise to defensive tactics known by such colorful names as the

	"poison pill," the "Pac-Man strategy," or the "white knight.'' Insider trading scandals were one result, but another was

	the innovation of investment techniques designed to capitalize on the profit opportunities created by corporate

	takeovers.





	The 1990s brought corporate downsizing and restructuring, massive stock buybacks, strategic mergers on a global

	scale, and a prolonged bull market fueled by corporate profitability, low inflation, and sustained economic growth.





	With globalization, the world's economies, more free of trade and economic barriers, have become more

	interdependent and in some ways more vulnerable. On the eve of the new millennium, political and economic turmoil





	in Russia, floundering Asian economies, and a recession in Japan threatened markets in North and South America

	and challenged the confidence of a new European Monetary Union with its common currency, the Euro, and its

	promise of expanded financial markets.





	The computer and advanced communications systems have created both greater simplicity and greater complexity in

	the more unified world of finance and investment. By linking markets and processing massive information, these

	systems have given rise to investment vehicles, transactions, and methods of managing risk not previously

	imaginable.





	The generation produced by the baby boomers must plan its personal finances in an economy offering less assurance

	of future financial security. The restructurings of the 1990s made corporations more efficient but took their human

	toll, just as the demographics that earlier created surpluses in the Social Security system became less favorable for

	future recipients. The enormous growth of 401(k) and individual retirement accounts addresses this problem but also

	points to its gravity.





	The introduction of Roth IRAs, the lowering of long-term capital gains tax rates, and other provisions of the

	Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997 and the IRS Restructuring and Reform Act of 1998, also recognize the increasing

	importance of self-reliance in personal financial planning.
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The Object Constraint Language: Getting Your Models Ready for MDA, Second EditionAddison Wesley, 2003
The release of Unified Modeling Language (UML) 2.0 places renewed emphasis on the Object Constraint Language (OCL). Within UML, OCL is the standard for specifying expressions that add vital information to object-oriented models and other object-modeling artifacts. Model-Driven Architecture (MDA) relies on OCL to add the level of...


	[image: ]	[image: ][image: Prosody in Speech Understanding Systems (Lecture Notes in Computer Science)]

Prosody in Speech Understanding Systems (Lecture Notes in Computer Science)Springer, 1997
Speech technology, the automatic processing of (spontaneously) spoken language, is now known to be technically feasible. It will become the major tool for handling the confusion of languages with applications including dictation systems, information retrieval by spoken dialog, and speech-to-speech translation. The book gives a throrough account of...
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Electronic Structure and Magneto-Optical Properties of SolidsSpringer, 2004
The aim of this book is to review recent achievements in the theoretical investigations of the electronic structure, optical, magneto-optical (MO), and x-ray magnetic circular dichroism (XMCD) properties of compounds and Multilayered structures. 

Chapter 1 of this book is of an introductory character and presents the theoretical...
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TI-83 Plus Graphing Calculator for DummiesFor Dummies, 2003
Use this cool tool to perform dozens of tasks!
Do simple and complex calculations, analyze loans, even send files to your PC     

Nothing can crunch numbers like your TI-83 Plus, and this handy guide makes the crunching easy! In no time you’ll be punching those buttons to convert decimals to fractions, find factorials, compare...
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The Recording Engineer's HandbookCourse Technology PTR, 2009
Working as a recording engineer presents challenges from every direction of your project. From using microphones to deciding on EQ settings, choosing outboard gear to understanding how, when and why to process your signal, the seemingly never-ending choices can be very confusing. Professional Audio's bestselling author Bobby Owsinski (The Mixing...
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Cassandra: The Definitive GuideO'Reilly, 2010

	
		What could you do with data if scalability wasn't a problem? With this hands-on guide, you'll learn how Apache Cassandra handles hundreds of terabytes of data while remaining highly available across multiple data centers -- capabilities that have attracted Facebook, Twitter, and other data-intensive companies. Cassandra:...
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