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At the end of June 2009, I will be leaving the University of Virginia, as fine a public school as there is in the world. The university cannot guarantee me both academic freedom and a full salary from the Commonwealth of Virginia. My faculty position was ‘‘Research Professor and State Climatologist, Department of Environmental Sciences.’’ My salary was paid in its large majority by a separate line in the university’s budget, labeled ‘‘State Climatology Office,’’ itself a part of the overall budget for the Commonwealth of Virginia.

I was appointed Virginia State Climatologist on July 7, 1980. Like most other State Climatologists, I was faculty at a major public institution, and the appointment was without term, although the faculty position itself was without academic tenure. It was nonetheless subject to the same review process (without teaching duties) for promotion to associate and then to full professor.

I served Republican and Democratic administrations. I met all the Virginia governors. I really liked Republican Governor George Allen. I told Governor Jim Gilmore, also a Republican, how fortunate I was to be able to speak the truth on climate change, even as it was becoming politically unpopular. I was incredibly impressed by the professional staff that served Democrat Mark Warner. His staff members were as good as or better than many federal staffers I have worked with.

Given the political nature of climate change, it was only a matter of time until some governor went after his State Climatologist. I’ll be happy to say I brought it on myself. I’m articulate, chatty, and, thanks to the Cato Institute, have great access to TV, radio, and major news outlets. I fully used my privileges as a University of Virginia faculty member, which included the right to consult for whomever I wanted without jeopardizing my position or the academic freedom that went with it.
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Choosing and Using a New CAT: Getting the Most from Your Schmidt Cassegrain or Any Catadioptric TelescopeSpringer, 2008
Since you’re reading this, I’m guessing you have made an exciting decision: You want a telescope. Specifically, you want a telescope for looking at the sky, a telescope that will open the depths of space to your gaze and allow you to visit the Moon, the planets, and all the strange and distant wonders of our magnificent universe. And...
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Teach Yourself VISUALLY Office 2010Visual, 2010

	Master the new version of Microsoft Office with this easy, visual guide


	The popular Microsoft Office suite has been revamped to provide new features, including Web applications that can be accessed from anywhere and a new, streamlined Ribbon. If you learn better with visual instructions, this full-color guide is just what...
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Information Warfare and Organizational Decision-MakingArtech House Publishers, 2006
Organizations are among the most valuable and yet most fragile structures of our civilization. We rely on organizations to obtain information, to comprehend and process information, to accumulate and internalize information, to make decisions based in part on that information, and to execute those decisions. Organizations are ubiquitous because...
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Wireless Local-Area Network FundamentalsCisco Press, 2003
Master the basics in designing, building, and managing a Cisco  Aironet WLAN. 

	
    Master the basics of Wireless LANs with this concise design and  deployment guide 

    
	
    Understand implementation issues for a variety of environments  including...
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Introduction to MATLAB and Simulink, Third Edition with CD-ROM(covers v.7.5) (Engineering)Infinity Science Press, 2007

	This book is primarily intended for first semester engineering students who are looking for an introduction to the MATLAB and Simulink environment oriented toward the knowledge and requirements of beginning students. Thus, only a few basic ideas from mathematics, in particular ordinary differential equations, programming, and physics are...
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Alcohol: A Social and Cultural HistoryBloomberg Press, 2006

	This book examines our relationship with alcohol and examines how drink has evolved in its functions and uses from the late Middle Ages to the present day in the West. This book discusses a range of issues, including domestic versus recreational use, the history of alcoholism, and the relationship between alcohol and violence, religion,...
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