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In this book Peter Smagorinsky and Joel Taxel analyze the ways in which the perennial issue of character education has been articulated in the United States, both historically and in the current character education movement that began in earnest in the 1990s.
The goal is to uncover the ideological nature of different conceptions of character education. The authors show how the current discourses are a continuation of discourse streams through which character education and the national purpose have been debated for hundreds of years, most recently in what are known as the Culture Wars--the intense, often passionate debates about morality, culture, and values carried out by politicians, religious groups, social policy foundations, and a wide range of political commentators and citizens, in which the various stakeholders have sought influence over a wide range of social and economic issues, including education. 

The centerpiece is a discourse analysis of proposals funded by the United States Department of Education's Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI). Discourse profiles from sets of states that exhibit two distinct conceptions of character are examined and the documents from particular states are placed in dialogue with the OERI Request for Proposals. One profile reflects the dominant perspective promoted in the U.S., based on an authoritarian view in which young people are indoctrinated into the value system of presumably virtuous adults through didactic instruction. The other reflects the well-established yet currently marginal discourse emphasizing attention to the whole environment in which character is developed and enacted and in which reflection on morality, rather than didactic instruction in morality, is the primary instructional approach. By focusing on these two distinct regions and their conceptions of character, the authors situate the character education movement at the turn of the twenty-first century in the context of historical notions about the nature of character and regional conceptions regarding the nature of societal organization. 

This enlightening volume is relevant to scholars, practitioners, policymakers, and students across the field of education, particularly those involved in character education, moral development, discourse analysis, history and cultural foundations of education, and related fields, and to the wider public interested in character education. 


Author Biographies
Peter Smagorinsky is professor of English Education at The University of Georgia. He taught high school English in the Chicago area from 1976 to 1990 while earning his MAT and PhD from the University of Chicago. He has served as coeditor of Research in the Teaching of English, trustee and chair of the Research Foundation of the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), president of the National Conference on Research in Language and Literacy, cochair of NCTE's Assembly for Research, chair of NCTE's Research Forum, and chair of NCTE's Standing Committee on Research. Awards and distinctions include the Steve Cahir Award for Research on Writing from the Writing SIG of the American Educational Research Association (AERA), The Edwin M. Hopkins English Journal Award from NCTE, the Janet Emig Award from NCTE's Conference on English Education, and, in 1999, the Raymond B. Cattell Early Career Award for Programmatic Research presented by AERA to the scholar who has conducted the most distinguished program of cumulative educational research in any field of educational inquiry within the first decade following receipt of his or her doctoral degree.
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Reconfigurable Computing: The Theory and Practice of FPGA-Based Computation (Systems on Silicon)Morgan Kaufmann, 2007
In the two decades since field-programmable gate arrays (FPGAs) were introduced, they have radically changed the way digital logic is designed and  deployed. By marrying the high performance of application-specific integrated circuits (ASICs) and the flexibility of microprocessors, FPGAs have made possible entirely new types of applications....
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Principles of Medical Biochemistry, 4eElsevier Limited, 2016

	For nearly 30 years, Principles of Medical Biochemistry has integrated medical biochemistry with molecular genetics, cell biology, and genetics to provide complete yet concise coverage that links biochemistry with clinical medicine. The 4th Edition of this award-winning text by Drs. Gerhard Meisenberg and William H. Simmons has...
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Cyber Adversary Characterization: Auditing the Hacker MindSyngress Publishing, 2004
A book about hacking is a book about everything.
First, the meaning of hacker.

The word “hacker” emerged in an engineering context and became popular
at The Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), among other places, as a
way to talk about any ingenious, creative, or unconventional use of a machine...
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Mastering the VC Game: A Venture Capital Insider Reveals How to Get from Start-up to IPO on Your TermsPortfolio Hardcover, 2010

	Entrepreneurs who dream of building the next Amazon, Facebook, or Google have the opportunity to take advantage of one of the most powerful economic engines the world has ever known: venture capital. To do that, you need to woo, impress, and persuade venture capitalists to back your endeavor. That task alone is a challenge. But finding and...
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Faith, Politics, and Power: The Politics of Faith-Based InitiativesOxford University Press, 2010
There is often more than meets the eye where politics, religion and money are concerned.  This is certainly the case with the Faith-Based Initiative.  Section 104, a small provision of the 1996 Welfare Reform bill called "Charitable Choice," was the beginning of what we now know as the Faith-Based Initiative. In its original form, the...
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Host Identity Protocol (HIP): Towards the Secure Mobile Internet (Wiley Series on Communications Networking &Distributed Systems)John Wiley & Sons, 2008
“Within the set of many identifier-locator separation designs for the Internet, HIP has progressed further than anything else we have so far. It is time to see what HIP can do in larger scale in the real world. In order to make that happen, the world needs a HIP book, and now we have it.” - Jari Arkko, Internet Area...
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