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The title of this book implies that it is about things—gadgets and necessities within the twentieth-century home. In a way it is, but we hope that it is a little more than that. It is about people and their ideas, about their relationships with things and the value they placed upon them. It is also about people as the products of an industrial society that required them to be both producers and consumers.

It is interesting to note that the word gadget appeared as a colloquial term for a small tool or mechanism in the 1880s. By this stage of the century most Victorians would have felt quite comfortable around machines of one sort or another. A gadget is something that already exists; it is tangible. But what of necessity? a need, the wanting of a thing. As humans we have basic natural needs that must be satisfied to keep us alive, but as the development of civilization has illustrated, what was a luxury to one generation becomes a necessity to the next. Why and when this change is decreed is far from obvious, but what is becoming clearer is that for the majority of people living in industrialized societies many of their needs are cultural rather than natural. So, if we are to look at the relationship between gadgets and necessities, we have to attempt a synthesis of approaches, to look at the material (the gadgets) and their necessity (the culture that informed their production and consumption). An alternative title to this book could therefore be Electricity and Desire.

The home has long been a microcosm of the larger society of which it is a part. The things that we choose to bring into our homes say a lot about us. Domestic objects have always been a rich source of information about the way people have lived and what they believed to be important. Everyday objects have long been valuable evidence for the archaeologist, even when written records are available. Nevertheless, the proliferation of written records has meant that the study of everyday things within the modern period 
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Design Creativity 2010Springer, 2010

	What is ‘design creativity’? It is impossible to answer this question without considering why human beings can – and do – ‘design’. Design creativity is instrumental in not only addressing social problems faced across the world,  but also evoking an innate appreciation for beauty and a sense of...
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Guitar Tone: Pursuing the Ultimate Guitar SoundCengage Learning, 2011

	"Great tone" is a combination of many things--electronic, acoustic, musical, physical, emotional, and cerebral. Each player assembles and manipulates those components into a special blend, creating his own unique sonic stew. So how do we get great tone? The answer for most of us is a lifetime of pursuit that is at once equal parts...
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Cascading Style Sheets: Designing for the Web, Third EditionAddison Wesley, 2005
Direct from the creators of CSS, this is the definitive  reference to CSS 2.1, today's indispensable standard for controlling the  appearance of any Web or XML document. This full-color book doesn't just show  how to use every significant CSS 1 and 2.x feature; it carefully explains the  "why" behind today's most...
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Discovery Science: 7th International Conference, DS 2004, Padova, Italy, October 2-5, 2004. Proceedings (Lecture Notes in Computer Science)Springer, 2004
This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 7th International Conference on Discovery Science, DS 2004, held in Padova, Italy in October 2004.
The 20 revised long papers and the 19 revised regular papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected from 80 submissions. The papers are organized in topical sections on pattern mining,...
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Regular Expression Pocket Reference: Regular Expressions for Perl, Ruby, PHP, Python, C, Java and .NETO'Reilly, 2007
This handy little book offers programmers a complete overview of the syntax and semantics of regular expressions that are at the heart of every text-processing application. Ideal as a quick reference, Regular Expression Pocket Reference covers the regular expression APIs for Perl 5.8, Ruby (including some upcoming 1.9 features), Java, PHP,...
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Nonsmooth Dynamics of Contacting Thermoelastic Bodies (Advances in Mechanics and Mathematics)Springer, 2008
From the reviews:
"This monograph is devoted to methods of analysis and models of contacting systems dynamics, including heat generation and wears exhibited by such systems. … The monograph is generally well written and well organized. Strength of the book is the quantity and variety of example nonlinear system considered. This book...
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