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Among the myriad of constants that appear in mathematics, p, e, and i are the most familiar. Following closely behind is g, or gamma, a constant that arises in many mathematical areas yet maintains a profound sense of mystery.
In a tantalizing blend of history and mathematics, Julian Havil takes the reader on a journey through logarithms and the harmonic series, the two defining elements of gamma, toward the first account of gamma's place in mathematics.

Introduced by the Swiss mathematician Leonhard Euler (1707-1783), who figures prominently in this book, gamma is defined as the limit of the sum of 1 + 1/2 + 1/3 + . . . up to 1/n, minus the natural logarithm of n--the numerical value being 0.5772156. . .. But unlike its more celebrated colleagues p and e, the exact nature of gamma remains a mystery--we don't even know if gamma can be expressed as a fraction.

Among the numerous topics that arise during this historical odyssey into fundamental mathematical ideas are the Prime Number Theorem and the most important open problem in mathematics today--the Riemann Hypothesis (though no proof of either is offered!).

Sure to be popular with not only students and instructors but all math aficionados, Gamma takes us through countries, centuries, lives, and works, unfolding along the way the stories of some remarkable mathematics from some remarkable mathematicians.

About the Author
   
Julian Havil is a Master at Winchester College, England, where he has taught mathematics for nearly thirty years. He received a Ph.D. in mathematics from Oxford University. Freeman Dyson is Professor Emeritus of Physics at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton. He is the author of several books, including "Disturbing the Universe" and "Origins of Life".
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Macworld Mac OS X BibleJohn Wiley & Sons, 2001
The Macworld Mac OS X Bible offers a comprehensive look  at what is arguably the most complicated and advanced operating system  currently available for consumer-level PCs. OS X represents a major  step in the evolution of the Macintosh computer, but it is not an easy  step. The authors understand this and present OS X in a clear and...
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CompTIA Project+ Practice Tests: Exam PK0-004Sybex, 2017

	Over 1,000 practice exam questions with full explanations


	CompTIA Project+ Practice Tests for exam PK0-004 compliments the Sybex CompTIA Project+ Study Guide by providing last minute review and identifying areas where further review may be needed. 1,000 unique questions are organized into 4 practice tests that cover...


	[image: ]	[image: ][image: Advanced SQL Functions in Oracle 10g]

Advanced SQL Functions in Oracle 10gWordware Publishing, 2006
Oracle® 10g has introduced new features into its repertoire of SQL instructions that make database queries more versatile. When programmers use SQL in Oracle, they inevitably look for easier and new ways to handle queries. What is needed is a way to introduce SQL users to the new features of Oracle 10g concisely and systematically so that...
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News 2.0 Can journalism survive the Internet?Allen & Unwin, 2010

	The bulk of this book was written over a period of two years between the middle of 2008 and April 2010. In that time the world’s media systems were caught up in a massive vortex of uncertainty and change. News 2.0 captures the flavour of that period and sets it against an historical background. In short: Where did the news media’s...
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Practical Testing and Evaluation of PlasticsJohn Wiley & Sons, 2019

	
		Engineering with polymers is a growing technical field which requires special knowledge. Filling a need, this ready reference brings together the hard-to-get and recently acquired knowledge usually only found scattered in the original literature. At the beginning, the reference introduces plastics as a class of technical materials,...
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Agile ALM: Lightweight tools and Agile strategiesManning Publications, 2011

	Welcome to Agile ALM. This book has three main goals. The first is to describe Agile
	Application Lifecycle Management (ALM) in practical terms and to provide a plan for
	rolling out Agile strategies and best-of-breed tools. The second purpose is to explain
	how to create ALM toolboxes based on standard tools used in advanced, real-world...
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