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Tales of Physicists and Mathematicians is a translation of a book that was published in Russia in 2001 and is based on articles that appeared from 1960–1980. The first edition of the book, less than half the size of the current one, was published in the Soviet Union in 1981 and in English in 1988. Thus the book has its own history, and I would like to  share some of the circumstances under which it appeared to the westernreader.

This was a time not only of a surprising flourishing of mathematics in the Soviet Union but also of its surprisingly great prestige in society, perhaps not seen since the time of Plato’s Academy in Athens. Mathematics attracted talented youth not only as an area where they could stretch themselves intellectually but also as one that minimized the influence of the official Marxist ideology that deeply penetrated into the lives of the “Soviet people.” The profession of scientist, and in particular of mathematician, carried great authority. Here is an interesting observation in this regard. Children of the top Communist elite, including some “members of the Politburo,” sometimes chose mathematics or another science as their professions, just as future kings often studied with Plato. Mathematics was lucky: it was never a personal “concern” of Stalin, as were biology, linguistics, and economics, which inevitably led to annihilating, punitive operations against them. In a fantasy of Solzhenitsyn, Stalin looked through a high school mathematics text, choosing the next science to be the subject of his concern. It is hard to imagine what would happen next. The opinion “upstairs” that a high level in the exact sciences was important for the military industry no doubt helped. Gradually, it became the fashion to have mathematicians in any serious organization. Often they enjoyed some freedom, but this is reminiscent of the freedom of the court jester. The comparative idyll between mathematicians and those in power ended in the late 1960s when many mathematicians signed a letter to the government defending their colleague Alexander Esenin-Volpin, who had been sent to a mental hospital for political reasons.
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Plasma Processes and Polymers: 16th International Symposium on Plasma Chemistry Taormina, Italy June 22-27, 2003John Wiley & Sons, 2005

	At the 16th International Symposium on Plasma Chemistry (ISPC-16) in Taormina,

	which took place in June 2003, we launched the idea to edit a new journal, named

	Plasma Processes and Polymers, and published by Wiley-VCH. The purpose was to

	collect under the same cover the great majority of articles dealing with plasma processing
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Linux Shell Scripting EssentialsPackt Publishing, 2015

	Learn shell scripting to solve complex shell-related problems and to efficiently automate your day-to-day tasks


	About This Book

	
		Familiarize yourself with the terminal by learning about powerful shell features
	
		Automate tasks by writing shell scripts for repetitive work
	...
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The Philosophy of Creative SolitudesBloomsbury Reference, 2019

	
		What is solitude, why do we crave and fear it, and how do we distinguish it properly from loneliness? It lies at the core of the lives of philosophers and their self-reflective contemplations, and it is the enabling (and disabling) condition that allows us to seriously question how to live creatively and meaningfully.
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Heterogeneous Agent SystemsMIT Press, 2000
Software agents are the latest advance in the trend toward smaller, modular pieces of code, where each module performs a well-defined, focused task or set of tasks. Programmed to interact with and provide services to other agents, including humans, software agents act autonomously with prescribed backgrounds, beliefs, and operations. Systems of...
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php/architect's Guide to Enterprise PHP DevelopmentMarco Tabini, 2008
We live in a fast-paced world. Looking over the last decade, the world has changed so radically - politically, economically and culturally - that it’s difficult to believe only 10 years have passed. Technology is certainly no exception. It’s easy to overlook the huge changes in the way technology is used in our daily lives - because...
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Mixed Integer Nonlinear Programming (The IMA Volumes in Mathematics and its Applications)Springer, 2011

	Many engineering, operations, and scientific applications include a mixture of discrete and continuous decision variables and nonlinear relationships involving the decision variables that have a pronounced effect on the set of feasible and optimal solutions. Mixed-integer nonlinear programming (MINLP) problems combine the numerical...
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