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The history of AI is interesting all by itself. It’s a modern-day drama, filled with excitement and anticipation, discovery, and disappointment. From over-promises of early (and later) AI research, to fears of the unknown from the general public, AI’s history is worthy of study by itself. In this chapter, we’ll explore AI’s tumultuous history and also provide a summary introduction to each of the chapters of this book.

To build software that is deemed intelligent, it’s helpful to begin with a definition of intelligence. Intelligence can be simply defined as a set of properties of the mind. These properties include the ability to plan, solve problems, and in general, reason. A simpler definition could be that intelligence is the ability to make the right decision given a set of inputs and a variety of possible actions.

Using this simple definition of intelligence (making the right decision), we can apply this not only to humans, but also to animals that exhibit rational behavior. But the intelligence that is exhibited by human beings is much more complex than that of animals. For example, humans have the ability to communicate with language, but so do some animals. Humans can also solve problems, but the same can be said of some animals. One difference then is that humans embody many aspects of intelligence (the ability to communicate, solve problems, learn and adapt) where animals typically embody a small number of intelligent characteristics, and usually at a much lower level than humans.

We can use the same analogy on AI applied to computer systems. For example, it’s possible to build an application that plays a world-class game of Chess, but this program knows nothing of the game of Checkers, nor how to make a good cup of tea. A data mining application can help identify fraud, but can’t navigate a complex environment. From this perspective, the most complex and intelligent applications can be deemed intelligent from one perspective, but lack even the simplest intelligence that can be seen in the least intelligent of animals.
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C All-in-One Desk Reference For DummiesJohn Wiley & Sons, 2004

	This book covers everything users need to get up-to-speed on C programming, including advanced topics to take their programming skill to the next level. It walks C programmers through the entire development cycle of a C program - designing and developing the program, writing source code, compiling the code, linking the code to create the...
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Applied Software Engineering Using Apache Jakarta Commons (Programming Series)Charles River, 2003
Applied Software Engineering with Apache Jakarta Commons is a software engineering based guide to the Apache Jakarta Commons components (e.g., Betwixt, Digester, Discovery, Collections), other Apache projects such as Ant, the Axis Web Service toolkit, and the popular JUnit framework. The book emphasis focuses on solutions to complex...
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Web Site Measurement HacksO'Reilly, 2005
In order to establish and then maintain a successful presence on the Web, designing a creative site is only half the battle.  What good is an intricate Web infrastructure if you're unable to measure its effectiveness?  That's why every business is desperate for feedback on their site's visitors:  Who are they? Why do they visit?...
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Test- Driven Python DevelopmentPackt Publishing, 2015

	Develop high-quality and maintainable Python applications using the principles of test-driven development


	About This Book

	
		Write robust and easily maintainable code using the principles of test driven development
	
		Get solutions to real-world problems faced by Python developers
	...
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Understanding AJAX: Using JavaScript to Create Rich Internet ApplicationsPrentice Hall, 2006
AJAX: fast mastery for experienced Web developers!

 

Already an experienced Web developer? Apply your skills in today’s fastest-growing area of Web development: AJAX! 
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Game Testing All in One (Game Development Series)Course Technology PTR, 2005
Covering roles and duties of a game tester, this in-depth text reveals how to apply software test engineer methodologies to the game industry. You'll learn how to quickly produce useful test documents, capture important data, and analyze measurements.

Game Testing All in One reveals how to apply software test engineer...
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