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The year 2005 was a traumatic year for the Java web application development community. It was under fire for the unnecessary “fat” architecture of Java Platform, Enterprise Edition (Java EE) systems compared to the new kids on the block like Ruby on Rails and Django. The search began for Java’s answer to these frameworks. I had an existing product that was heavily invested in Java frameworks such as Spring and Hibernate, but because I had been involved with the Groovy team for a while, I knew we could create the solution that people were looking for. Hence, Grails was born.

I knew Groovy itself was a phenomenal piece of technology that combined the best of the dynamic language worlds and Java. Innovation has been rife within the Groovy community since the early days with its builder concept. It had inspired other languages, and more recent languages such as ActionScript 3 and ECMAScript 4 had adopted its support for mixed typing. Groovy had proven to me that you can mix a dynamically typed language like Groovy with a statically typed language like Java in the same code base and get the best of both worlds without incurring the cost of context switching.

In addition, I knew that the Java community has invested years in building the largest amount of open source software in the world. Thousands of libraries exist for Java, built by years of best practice. Reinventing the wheel seemed like a crazy idea. Building Grails on top of existing technologies like Spring and Hibernate has proven to be one of the best decisions we have made. For me, Grails is the natural next step for Java EE developers. If Spring and Hibernate provided an abstraction over Java EE and simplified development, then Grails is an abstraction over Spring, Hibernate, and Java EE that can take you, the developer, to the next level.

Through the use of domain-specific languages and higher-level abstractions, Grails dramatically simplifies web development on the Java platform. By bundling a container and a database, we eliminated all barriers, and by supporting hot reloading during development, agile development became a reality. However, even with all this simplicity, as Grails has matured it has become much more than a web framework. It has become a web platform that participates in your entire project life cycle. Grasping all the concepts and conventions and applying them to your projects can be a challenge.

Fortunately, books like Beginning Groovy and Grails can help you get a grasp on the technology and guide you through the steps to make your application a reality. Chris, Joseph, and Jim do an excellent job of guiding you through the basics and then plunging headfirst into advanced topics like security, Asynchronous JavaScript and XML (Ajax), and deployment.
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Cognitive Behavioural Therapy For DummiesFor Dummies, 2010

	An updated edition of the bestselling guide on reprogramming one's negative thoughts and behaviour


	Once the province of mental health professionals, CBT (or Cognitive Behavioural Therapy) has gained wide acceptance as the treatment of choice for anyone looking to overcome anxiety, lose weight, manage anger, beat an...
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Reviews of Physiology, Biochemistry and Pharmacology 157Springer, 2006

	E. Bettiol, S. Clement, K.H. Krause, and M.E. Jaconi: Embryonic and Adult Stem-Cell Derived Cardiomyocytes: Lessons from in vitro Models


	N. Toda, K. Ayajiki: Phylogenesis of Constitutively Formed Nitric Oxide in Non-Mammals


	S. Huang and J. Wikswo: Dimensions of Systems Biology


	S. C. Sinha and S.R. Sprang:...
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Emgu CV EssentialsPackt Publishing, 2013

	Develop your own computer vision application using the power of Emgu CV


	Overview

	
		Packed with clear explanations and examples of how to deal with computer vision problems in Emgu CV
	
		Learn the main features of Emgu CV from the basics to more advanced techniques
	
		Each chapter...
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Photoshop Elements 9: The Missing ManualPogue Press, 2010

	
		Elements 9 offers much of Photoshop's power without the huge price tag. It's an ideal tool for most image-editing buffs -- including scrapbookers, photographers, and aspiring graphic artists. But Elements still doesn't come with a decent manual. This bestselling book will help you get the most out of the program, from the...



	[image: ]	[image: ][image: Radio Frequency Cell Site Engineering Made Easy (SpringerBriefs in Electrical and Computer Engineering)]

Radio Frequency Cell Site Engineering Made Easy (SpringerBriefs in Electrical and Computer Engineering)Springer, 2018

	This book introduces Radio Frequency Cell Site Engineering to a broad audience. The author blends theory and practice to bring readers up-to-date in key concepts, underlying principles and practical applications of wireless communications. The presentation is designed to be easily accessible, minimizing mathematics and maximizing visuals....
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Eliminating the IMF: An Analysis of the Debate to Keep, Reform or Abolish the FundPalgrave Macmillan, 2019

	
		This book offers a concise but thorough analysis of the International Monetary Fund reform debate. Since the advent of the Asian financial crisis in the late 1990s, a lengthy deliberation has ensued over whether the IMF should be reformed, abolished, or left as is. The authors approach this debate from a...
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