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	My Dear Reader,

	

	This wretched war, the gravest threat humankind has ever faced, is not going well at all.We have suffered major setbacks, as our ruthless adversary has conquered vast territories, leaving little ground controlled by our ragtag band of rebels. Our few surviving generals blame the lack of skills in our fighting forces, allowing the enemy to rout us in every hard-fought battle. Our situation is dire.

	

	Historians have traced this impossibly sad state of affairs to some crucial mistakes we made collectively in the 2012e2015 time frame.We had spent the prior 30 years building ever more powerful networked machines, including PCs, smartphones, and industrial control systems, all interconnected on that blasted Internet. At first, before 2012, the machines were our servants, mindless systems processing transactions, scurrying about vacuuming our floors, and otherwise making life more pleasant for humans. Then, in 2012, Moore’s relentless law kicked things into maximum overdrive. Within a decade, the machines had become sentient, matching the smartest humans on the planet. They quickly became our most trusted advisors and friends. We should have seen the warning signs and used that precious time to develop our skills. Instead, we stupidly let ourselves atrophy. As they surpassed humans, the machines began to view us as pets, but we rejected their control. Soon, they came to the conclusion that humans were a disease, a cancer of this planet, and they viewed themselves as the cure, tirelessly working for our eradication. The war began.

	

	We could have stopped them, I tell you, if only we had enough people with scripting and coding skills.

	

	Through an astonishing scientific breakthrough, our physicists have managed to figure out a way to transmit this message back in time to you. I have been tasked by the Human Ruling Council to ask . . . no, beg you to read this book and master its skills so that you can turn the tide of history itself. In these pages, you will learn how to wield control of computer systems through writing scripts and code in a variety of the most important languages today: Python, Ruby, PowerShell, and more. You’ll also learn how to apply various coding concepts to extend the capabilities of some of the most powerful free security scanners and tools. The book covers these topics from a penetration tester’s perspective, showing you how to find and exploit security flaws in the exciting and rapidly growing field of information security. What’s more, using the automation available in these powerful scripting languages and tools, you’ll be able to improve defenses throughout enterprises of any scale, from small mom-and-pop shops to large multinationals. These skills will help both security professionals and general IT practitioners do their jobs more effectively. The book is eminently practical, showing you how to get real stuff done in these scripting languages. That’s your immediate payoff.
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Mastering Financial Mathematics in Microsoft Excel: A Practical Guide for Business Calculations (2nd Edition) (Financial Times)FT Press, 2010

	A practical guide for business calculations


	Mastering Financial Mathematics in Microsoft © Excel provides a comprehensive set of tools, methods and formulas which apply Excel to solving mathematical problems.


	The book:

	
		Explains basic calculations for mathematical finance
	...
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Wireless Sensor Networks (Artech House Mems and Sensors Library)Artech House Publishers, 2005
Our society is awash in “machine intelligence” of various kinds, from smart thermostats
in our homes, to expert systems and design aids in our workplaces, to jet
aircraft landing safely in treacherous weather under computer control. Over the last
century, we have witnessed more and more of the “drudgery” of...
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The Complete Guide to Day Trading: A Practical Manual From a Professional Day Trading CoachBookSurge Publishing, 2008

	Do you want to be a day trader?


	Every day, millions of dollars change hands in the markets, presenting the perfect opportunity for people just like you to make significant money and profits through the art of day trading.


	But here's the question: is day trading right for you? And, if it is, how do you get...
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Nonlinear H-Infinity Control, Hamiltonian Systems and Hamilton-Jacobi EquationsCRC Press, 2011

	A comprehensive overview of nonlinear H∞ control theory for both continuous-time and discrete-time systems, Nonlinear H∞-Control, Hamiltonian Systems and Hamilton-Jacobi Equations covers topics as diverse as singular nonlinear H∞-control, nonlinear...
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Magnetic Resonance of Myelination and Myelin DisordersSpringer, 2011

	Our thanks go to our colleagues at the VU Univer- Preface to the Third Edition sity Medical Center and to those in other hospitals Reading through the prefaces of the two previous edi- who referred their patients to us. We are indebted to tions,we can say that much of what was said there still all colleagues who allowed us to use their MR...
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Static and Dynamic Neural Networks: From Fundamentals to Advanced TheoryJohn Wiley & Sons, 2003
With the evolution of our complex technological society and the introduction of new notions and innovative theoretical tools in the field of intelligent systems, the field of neural networks is undergoing an enormous evolution. These evolving and innovative theoretical tools are centered around the theory of soft computing, a theory that embodies...
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