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	Fifteen years ago, Michael and I wrote the first version of this book. A little more than 400 pages, the book fulfilled our goal of surveying the field of data mining by bridging the gap between the technical and the practical, by helping business people understand the data mining techniques and by helping technical people understand the business applications of these techniques. When Bob Elliott, our editor at Wiley, asked us to write the third edition of Data Mining Techniques, we happily said “yes,” conveniently forgetting the sacrifices that writing a book requires in our personal lives. We also knew that the new edition would be considerably reworked from the previous two editions.


	In the past 15 years, the field has broadened and so has the book, both figuratively and literally. The second edition, published in 2004 and expanded to 600 pages, introduced two key new technical chapters covering survival analysis and statistical algorithms that had then become (and still are) increasingly important for data miners. Once again, this version introduces new technical areas, particularly text mining and principal components, and a wealth of new examples and enhanced technical descriptions in all the chapters. These examples come from a broad section of industries, including financial services, retailing, telecommunications, media, insurance, health care, and web-based services.


	As practitioners in the field, we have also continued to learn. Between us, we now have about half a century of experience in data mining. Since 1999, Michael and I have been teaching courses through the Business Knowledge Series at SAS Institute (this series is separate from the software side of the business and brings in outside experts to teach non-software-specific courses), the Data Warehouse Institute, and onsite classes at many different companies. Our role as instructors in these courses has introduced us to thousands of diverse business people working in many industries. One of these courses, “Business Data Mining Techniques,” was based on the second edition of this book. These courses provide a wealth of feedback about the subject of data mining, about what people are doing in the real world, and how best to present these ideas so they can be readily understood. Much of this feedback is reflected in this new edition. We seem to learn as much from our students as our students learn from us.
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Perl One-Liners: 130 Programs That Get Things DoneNo Starch Press, 2013

	
		Part of the fun of programming in Perl lies in tackling tedious tasks with short, efficient, and reusable code. Often, the perfect tool is the one-liner, a small but powerful program that fits in one line of code and does one thing really well.

		

		In Perl One-Liners, author and impatient hacker Peteris...
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Ant Developer's HandbookSams Publishing, 2002
Ant has emerged as the preferred building tool for Java developers, automating tedious compilation, test, and code management.  Many Java developers are aware of Ant but there is little documentation to assist in getting started with the Ant tool.  Even experienced developers who already use some of the features of the Ant tool, struggle with the...
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Python Pocket Reference (Pocket Reference)O'Reilly, 2014

	
		Updated for both Python 3.4 and 2.7, this convenient pocket guide is the perfect on-the-job quick reference. You’ll find concise, need-to-know information on Python types and statements, special method names, built-in functions and exceptions, commonly used standard library modules, and other prominent Python tools. The handy...
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Windows 8 XAML Primer (Expert's Voice in Xaml)Apress, 2012

	Windows 8 XAML Primer is a fast-paced introduction to XAML for Windows 8 developers who are already proficient C# coders. It introduces you specifically to the world of XAML development for Windows 8 apps in a practical, hands-on way - so you'll be building apps from the very first pages.


	Building on your existing C#...
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Innovative Algorithms and Techniques in Automation, Industrial Electronics and TelecommunicationsSpringer, 2010

	This book includes a set of rigorously reviewed world-class manuscripts addressing and detailing state-of-the-art research projects in the areas of Industrial Electronics, Technology, Automation, Telecommunications and Networking. The book includes selected papers from the conference proceedings of the International Conference on Industrial...
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Digital Electronics for MusiciansApress, 2015

	This is the perfect book for musicians who want to dive into the world of computer music and physical computing. This book is aimed at adventurous musicians who want to learn about music programming with Arduino, sensors, and Pure Data, and how to make new interfaces and even new instruments with that knowledge.

	

	You’ll...
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