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We are all familiar with airport bookstall best sellers that promise fame, fortune and success in relationships. Many of them – at least the ones I have skimmed whilst waiting for one of the world’s favourite airlines – are deeply disappointing. Not because they do not work (to be honest I have not really been able to try them out fully) but because they tend to miss out on the tricky bit in the process. For example, a book on how to become really rich will often contain such helpful nuggets as ‘make lots of money’. If you then turn to the How to Make Lots of Money book, the advice is to start a successful business. The How to Start a Successful Business book then suggests that the key is to come up with a simple idea that everyone wants. The How to Come up with Clever Ideas book typically talks about brainstorming and all manner of ‘creative ideas’.

Where they fail is that the ideas themselves are often fairly simple to generate; it’s turning them into real solutions that involves a lot of hard work.

One of the widely quoted examples of the ‘ah-ha’ principle at work concerns Kekulé von Stradonitz in 1865 who was struggling to interpret his data on the structure of benzene. Allegedly, after a particularly gruelling day in the laboratory, he fell asleep and dreamed of a group of six snakes. At some point, these dancing snakes each caught another’s tail in its mouth, in such a way that they formed a six-snake ring. When Kekulé awoke, he had stumbled on the resonating ring structure, which made sense of all his work. Now I doubt Kekulé was the first to dream of snakes (indeed I believe they are a rather well-known Freudian symbol) but he was the first one to make the link. The idea on its own meant little, but combined with serious groundwork, provided the apparently trivial spark which made sense of it all.

Clever ideas in computing abound, especially on the web. It is converting them into a sound business model which is more difficult and usually causes most would-be ‘Bill Gates’ to fall by the wayside. E-commerce is an area where bright ideas are common but sound business models are not.
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Smart Design: First International Conference ProceedingsSpringer, 2012

	Good product designs merge materials, technology and hardware into a unified user experience; one where the technology recedes into the background and people benefit from the capabilities and experiences available. By focusing on functional gain, critical awareness and emotive connection, even the most multifaceted and complex technology can...
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SAS/ACCESS 9.1 Interface To Adabas: ReferenceSAS Institute, 2004

	All the power and flexibility of SAS can be used to analyze and present data directly from ADABAS databases. Gaining ADABAS database access can be as simple as filling in the blanks. And analyzing and reporting on that same data can be as easy as pointing and clicking. This title provides complete details for using the ACCESS procedure in a...
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The E-Privacy Imperative : Protect Your Customers' Internet Privacy and Ensure Your Company's Survival in the Electronic AgeAMACOM, 2001
With their potential for vicious customer backlash and devastating sales drops, Internet privacy infractions--such as selling e-mail lists and personal data or operating an insecure site where credit-card or competitive-pricing information can be stolen--have become deadly serious business concerns.
The E-Privacy Imperative is...
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The Accretion and Obscured Growth of Supermassive Black Holes: First Constraints on the Local Heavily Obscured AGN Fraction with NuSTAR (Springer Theses)Springer, 2020

	
		This thesis describes the application of state-of-the-art high-energy X-ray studies to the astronomical quest for understanding obscured active galactic nuclei (AGN). These AGN are supermassive black holes growing by accretion of matter located in the nuclei of galaxies. The material that feeds these black holes also obscures them from...
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Social and Political Implications of Data Mining: Knowledge Management in E-GovernmentInformation Science Publishing, 2008

	In recent years, data mining has become a powerful tool in assisting society with its various layers and individual elements useful in obtaining intelligent information for making knowledgeable decisions. In the realm of knowledge discovery, data mining is becoming one of the most popular topics in information technology.
	
		Social...
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A Programmer's Guide to Jini TechnologyApress, 2000
Jini is Sun's attempt to make transparent distriuted computing a reality. So  what does this mean? Imagine living in a world where you could move to a new  office in another country or check into a hotel and plug your notebook or PDA  directly into the network at that location. Your notebook would be immediately  recognized and have access to...
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