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The ancient practice of blood magic has been outlawed in many civilised societies, for though it allows access to staggering levels of magical power the price can be very high. Savage tribes often respect blood magic, though even they tend to fear and avoid it where possible – its power is the stuff of legend, to be invoked only by those who expect to achieve great things or die in the attempt. A few warriors of the old school will swear blood brotherhood or other blood oaths but learning much more than that is generally the province only of primitive sorcerers or the most vile and despicable wizards. Those who go into blood magic with good intentions often find themselves seduced by its savage power, and soon want more – at whatever cost, up to and including dozens or hundreds of innocent lives.

The power inherent in sentient blood has been recognised by many of the great philosophers and sages throughout history, both religious and secular. Whether spilling his own blood to fuel his spells, creating a ritual to bond two comrades in blood brotherhood, or sacrificing enemies for magical power, the practitioner of blood magic is drawing upon that ancient, primal force, and must take great care that he can control it, and not vice versa.

According to the oral traditions of the Bl’taxu tribe, as well as the forbidden tome known to scholars and blood magicians alike as the Crimson Book of Keddah, blood magic’s origins lie at the very dawn of time. Though the accounts differ in detail, there is sufficient similarity between the two, and between other manuals of blood magic, to give sufficient evidence to support the theory known as the Elder Blood Hypothesis.

The Bl’taxu posit a primal Creator God, Bl’taaax, who fashioned the universe from his own blood. It is said that the first man and woman, Phlaz and Sela, were formed from the clots in Bl’taaax’s blood, and given the instruction to breed so they could appease him by blood sacrifice. Gradually it is said that Bl’taaax and his magical son Ar’taaax taught the firstborn descendants of Phlaz and Sela to become the sorcerer-chiefs of the tribe, with all other tribal members being either warriors or slaves, depending on their ancestry – the beginnings of a caste system.
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Pro .NET Framework with the Base Class Library: Understanding the Virtual Execution System and the Common Type SystemApress, 2019

	Learn about the fundamentals and inner workings of the Common Type System (CTS) and the Virtual Execution System (VES) of the Common Language Runtime (CLR) and how they relate to the Base Class Library (BCL) from the perspective of the execution environment.

	

	The author first gives an introduction to the .NET Framework and...
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Maximum Linux Security (2nd Edition)Sams Publishing, 2001
Presents in-depth configuration tips and techniques to help eliminate security threats to your LINUX-based computer or network, as delivered by an experienced computer hacker who is now a writer, and security consultant.  Softcover. CD-ROM included.  

    Maximum Linux Security helps Linux administrators identify and plug security holes...
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Sams Teach Yourself OpenOffice.org All In OneSams Publishing, 2003
An alternative for Microsoft Office and StarOffice users has arrived in the form of OpenOffice.org. If you are part of the growing number of people who are making the switch from Microsoft Office or StarOffice to the free OpenOffice.org 1.1 suite, Sams Teach Yourself OpenOffice.org All In One is a must-have tool....
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Microsoft Dynamics GP 2013 ImplementationPackt Publishing, 2013

	Written by a Microsoft Dynamics GP Most Valuable Professional, this is the ultimate guide to implementing the enterprise resource planning system. The book is structured as a step-by-step guide and includes screenshots with practical advice for easy learning.


	Overview

	
		Plan, install, and implement...
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Essential Anesthesia: From Science to Practice (Cambridge Medicine)Cambridge University Press, 2011

	Essential Anesthesia is a concise, accessible introduction to anesthetic practice. Now in its second edition, it provides a thorough overview of the science and practice of anesthesia. Part I describes the evaluation of the patient, the different approaches to anesthesia, and the post-operative care of the patient in pain. Part II introduces...
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Boosting-Based Face Detection and Adaptation (Synthesis Lectures on Computer Vision)Morgan and Claypool Publishers, 2010


	With the rapid increase of computational powers and availability of modern sensing, analysis

	and rendering equipment and technologies, computers are becoming more and more intelligent.

	Many research projects and commercial products have demonstrated the capability for a computer

	to interact with human in a natural way by looking at...
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