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Ifyou turn a globe just so, all you can see is the Pacific Ocean, the earth's largest geographic feature. Its estimated area of some 181 million square kilometers is greater than that of all of the world's land areas combined; however, even when Aus. tralia is included, the Pacific contains only about 9 million square kilometers of dry land. The rest consists of more than half ofthe world's volume of free water, with an average depth of over 4,000 meters and reaching depths over 10,600 meters in the Mariana Trench, just south of Guam. From the Bering Strait in the north to the Antarctic Circle is a distance of more than 14,700 kilometers, and to cross the Pacific at its greatest width, between Singapore and Panama, one must travel about 19,700 kilometers. A first impression of Oceania, then, is one of vast size and distances.

Perhaps not surprising in the face of such immensity (especially to the modem air traveler), the most characteristic feature of the Pacific Ocean is emptiness. Although it contains more islands than are found in all other oceans combined, the overwhelming majority of the tens of thousands of islands of Oceania are in the southwestern quadrant of the Pacific. But this is still a very large area, and it includes some island groups that will not be considered in this volume. Japan, the Philippines, and most ofIndonesia are covered in a later volume of this encyclopedia that deals with East and Southeast Asia. Here we will be concerned with the island continent of Australia, New Guinea, and the islands of Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia (see map 1). Thus the scope of this volume is limited, but it still encompasses a huge area that is astoundingly diverse.






	Comments

		


	[image: ]Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	[image: ][image: Mkt Ldr Elem TRB NE TM CD Rom Pk]

Mkt Ldr Elem TRB NE TM CD Rom PkPearson Education, 2008

	Market Leader is an extensive new Business English course

	designed to bring the real world of international business into

	the language teaching classroom. It has been developed in

	association with the Financial Times, one of the world's leading

	sources of professional information, to ensure the maximum

	range and...
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Build Supercomputers with Raspberry Pi 3Packt Publishing, 2017

	Key Features

	
		Carlos R. Morrison from NASA will teach you to build a supercomputer with Raspberry Pi 3
	
		Deepen your understanding of setting up host nodes, configuring networks, and automating mountable drives
	
		Learn various math, physics, and engineering applications to solve complex...
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Part 2 (Landolt-B?rnstein: Numerical Data and Functional Relationships in Science and Technology - New Series / Advanced Materials and Technologies) (Pt. 2)Springer, 2008

	The three volumes VIII/1A, B, C document the state of the art of “Laser Physics and Applications”. Scientific trends and related technological aspects are considered by compiling results and conclusions from phenomenology, observation and experiments. Reliable data, physical fundamentals and detailed references are presented. In...
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Linux Administration Cookbook: Insightful recipes to work with system administration tasks on LinuxPackt Publishing, 2018

	
		Over 100 recipes to get up and running with the modern Linux administration ecosystem

	
		Key Features

		
			Understand and implement the core system administration tasks in Linux
	
			Discover tools and techniques to troubleshoot your Linux system
	
			Maintain a healthy...
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Classification of Services in the Digital EconomySpringer, 2012

	The classification of services in the digital economy proves critical for doing business, but it appears to be a particularly complex regulatory matter that is based upon a manifold set of issues. In the context of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), when the services classification scheme was drafted in the early 1990s,...
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Learning Adobe Edge AnimatePackt Publishing, 2012


	Adobe Edge Animate is an all new tool from Adobe which seeks to enable the

	authoring of motion and interactive experiences through HTML5, CSS3, and

	JavaScript in a manner consistent with Creative Suite applications. Edge Animate

	is able to create such experiences at this time, due to advancements in browser

	technology and the...
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