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Contemplation of the huge numbers of people now living in South Asia prompts me to point out that this volume deals with about 20 percent of the world's population (which stood at almost 5 billion in 1986, the year in which the population of South Asia passed the 1 billion mark). The rough geographic limits encompassing this mass of people and cultures are the Helmand River in the west, the Chindwin River in the east, the Indian Ocean to the south, and the Tibetan reaches of the Brahmaputra River to the north. We have not treated Tibet as a part of this territory, as it is today administered as a province of China, and it is not included in the population estimates given below. For convenience, however, Mauritius has been dealt with in this volume.

The land area covered by this volume is 4,430,789 square kilometers (not including Mauritius, Afghanistan, or Tibet). The average population density at present is about 260 persons per square kilometer, although this figure rises to around 155,000 persons per square kilometer in parts of Bombay and Calcutta, the two largest cities. However, there are some extensive tracts with very light population, notably the Thar Desert, the Himalayan Mountains, the Karakoram and the Hindu Kush (see map 2).

If there is a single factor uniting geography and culture throughout tropical Asia, it is that much of eastern India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and in general the lowland areas of Southeast Asia are devoted to the intensive cultivation of one staple crop, rice (Oryza sativa). Evidently it was indigenous to southern China and Vietnam but spread south and west from there during the Neolithic period, until in ancient times it had occupied most of the land suited to its cultivation in the tropical areas, which up to that point had been densely forested. Today, while large tracts of that tropical forest do still remain in some parts of Southeast Asia that are unsuited to rice, many thousands of square kilometers in the formerly forested Gangetic Plain have become small irrigated paddy fields, terraced in the hillier parts to make use of the slopes.

Because of its growing needs rice is ideally suited to these tropical forest lands: unlike any other cereal crop, rice needs a hot growing season, inundation of the field during part of the growth period, and hence an abundant supply of water from rivers or heavy rainfall. The two monsoons answer this need fully. Where irrigated paddy is grown, one finds the densest rural populations in the world, as for example in Kerala State and Bangladesh. Cultivation of the crop is labor-intensive, using humans even more than it does water buffalo.
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Feminism: A Reference HandbookABC Clio, 1998


	This book is intended to provide a gateway into the study of modern feminism, to give an overview of resources on the subject, and to present the modern feminist vision of women’s issues and status. I have focused on what has come to be known as the “second wave” of feminism and on today’s...
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InterACT with Web Standards: A holistic approach to web design (Voices That Matter)New Riders Publishing, 2010

	Laying the foundation for a solid understanding of Web design, this book weaves together industry best practices and standards-based design techniques. It is built on practical examples and short exercises crafted to help readers learn quickly and retain information. Starting with the basics this book teaches:
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The Myths of InnovationO'Reilly, 2010
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Water Resources: A New Water Architecture (Challenges in Water Management Series)John Wiley & Sons, 2017

	Over 7 billion people demand water from resources that the changing climate is making more and more difficult to harness. Water scarcity and shortage are increasingly common and conditions are becoming more extreme. Inadequate and inappropriate management of water is already taking its toll on the environment and on the quality of life of...
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The Black Art of Xbox ModsSams Publishing, 2004
The Xbox might be described as a powerful, proprietary PC that has been customized exclusively for running games. This book will help you to maximize the potential of your Xbox video game console by showing you how to modify your Xbox in various ways. You will learn how to disassemble your Xbox, right down to the motherboard, and you will...
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Apple Training Series: Mac OS X Deployment v10.5Peachpit Press, 2008
Apple Training Series: Mac OS X v10.5 Deployment v10.5 uses a  combination of task-based instruction and strong visuals to teach  intermediate and advanced users how to deploy a wide range of files and  systems to multiple users in a large organization. Author Kevin White  takes readers through the deployment of software, ranging from  individual...
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