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After almost 20 years of developing software on everything from System/38s to AS/400s to OS/2 and now Microsoft Windows, I can say without reservation that I was becoming a victim of burnout. The days of looking forward to the evenings and weekends-not because it meant going home but because it meant being able to work all day and all night without interruption-were becoming a distant memory. I had the feeling that everything worth doing had already been done. That feeling changed in the early part of 2000.

Just a few months prior to Microsoft's announcement of .NET at the 2000 PDC in Orlando, Florida, a good friend of mine let me in on a little secret about a "cool" language called C# and a runtime framework (then called NGWS). Despite his obvious enthusiasm, I had a hard time shaking the memories of other ill-fated global architectures such as IBM's SAA and Microsoft's DNA. As a result, I approached it with more than my share of skepticism.

But the more I programmed with this new language and platform, the more my old enthusiasm started to return. Before long I realized that I was waking up not with the dread of writing the same ol' boring applications once again but with the anticipation of learning some new and exciting part of .NET. Well, it's almost two years later and I'm still learning. In fact, it seems that every new item I learn about .NET opens a dimension of topics that I hadn't known existed before!

Some of this might sound corny, but let's face facts most of us started programming not for the money but for the type of fulfillment and satisfaction that only learning and creating something can bring. For me, C# and the .NET Framework have revived that old enthusiasm that I had started to lose. So, I wrote this book to share in the joy that I've experienced in having fun programming again. Hopefully, when you read this text and start using C#, you'll feel the same way.

While the content of this book has been considerably upgraded with quite a bit of intermediate-to-advanced information, I’ve tried to organize the chapters in such a way that each topic is presented without assuming that you’re an experienced C# developer. To that extent, each chapter begins by explaining a given feature (of C# or .NET), why that feature exists in the language, and the problems it addresses. From there, I begin with a simple demo application to focus on the subject matter, after which I explain the syntax required. Once the basics of a given subject are covered, the chapter then moves into increasingly advanced demos and material, such as the compiler-generated MSIL. Therefore, this book is for the person looking to get started with C# and .NET development, and it’s also for the person that has been programming for a while with the language and would like to learn some of the more advanced uses of the language.

The only assumption this book makes is that you know how to write and build a simple program in C, C++, or Java. The only other prerequisite is the desire to learn and explore new dimensions in writing applications with the C# language. Because you’re holding this book in your hands, you obviously have that bit covered!
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Applied Public Relations: Cases in Stakeholder Management (Lea's Communication Series)Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2004
Applied Public Relations: Cases in Stakeholder Management provides readers with the opportunity to observe and analyze how contemporary businesses and organizations interact with key groups and influences. Through the presentation of cases covering a wide variety of industries, locations, and settings, authors Larry F. Lamb and Kathy...
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Getting Started with Oracle WebLogic Server 12c: Developer's GuidePackt Publishing, 2013

	If you’ve dipped a toe into Java EE development and would now like to dive right in, this is the book for you. Introduces the key components of WebLogic Server and all that’s great about Java EE 6.


	Overview

	
		Create a complete Java EE 6 application leveraging WebLogic features like JMS, SOAP and...
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Real Astronomy with Small Telescopes: Step-by-Step Activities for Discovery (Patrick Moore's Practical Astronomy Series)Springer, 2006
From the reviews:
"The dozens of projects collected here are a combination of observations suitable for current research (such as classifying sun-spots or monitoring binary stars) and recreating classic experiments (such as determining the speed of light by timing Jupiter’s moons). … Besides ample nuggets for science projects,...
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The Essential R ReferenceJohn Wiley & Sons, 2012

	An essential library of basic commands you can copy and paste into R The powerful and open-source statistical programming language R is rapidly growing in popularity, but it requires that you type in commands at the keyboard rather than use a mouse, so you have to learn the language of R. But there is a shortcut, and that's where this...
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Concise Encyclopedia of RoboticsMcGraw-Hill, 2002
Welcome to the high frontier of cognition and computation!

You are about to dig into a uniquely interesting and important book. This is not a highly technical or abstruse guide to this often complex and difficult-to-understand subject. Rather, the book provides short, clear definitions and interpretations of the major concepts and...
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Robust Speech Recognition of Uncertain or Missing Data: Theory and ApplicationsSpringer, 2011

	Automatic speech recognition suffers from a lack of robustness with respect to
	noise, reverberation and interfering speech. The growing field of speech recognition
	in the presence of missing or uncertain input data seeks to ameliorate those
	problems by using not only a preprocessed speech signal but also an estimate of
	its...
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