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	The title says "for Absolute Beginners." By that, I mean absolute beginners at programming. My original audience was teenagers whom I hope will go to college, get degrees in Mathematics, Computer Science, or Electrical Engineering (or perhaps Technical Communication or Graphic Design), and then enter the software industry. However, I quickly realized that adults might also wish to learn to program, as part of changing careers, as a hobby, or simply out of curiosity. As a result, I've written the book for anyone who wants to learn to program but doesn't have any programming knowledge, regardless of other characteristics such as age or future career paths.

	

	The first chapter gets you started by showing you how to install a development environment and by getting you through writing your first program. The next few chapters cover the basics of how Java works, including operators, data types, branching and looping, and how object-oriented languages define and solve problems. The middle chapters detail some of the "bread and butter" tasks that software developers must continually do, such as working with files and their contents and creating a user interface for a program. Once the book gets through all that, it turns to some topics that are more fun (I think), such as creating animations and video games. The book closes with a chapter that briefly introduces two topics that, although somewhat advanced, may let you do good things in your own programs once you finish the book.

	

	All through the book, I include code samples that you can type into your development environment and run. You can also get the code from the Apress web site. I've also included lessons from my 25 years (twenty of them full-time) in software development. I hope those real-world experiences make the highly abstract field of software development more concrete for you. It pays to remember that, although the field is by nature theoretical, the problems we want to solve mostly exist in the real world.
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Power Systems Electromagnetic Transients Simulation (IEE Power & Energy Series, 39)Institution of Engineering and Technology, 2002
Accurate knowledge of electromagnetic power system transients is crucial to the operation of an economic, efficient and environmentally friendly power systems network without compromising on the reliability and quality of Electrical Power Supply. Electromagnetic transients simulation (EMTS) has become a universal tool for the analysis of power...
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Dreams of Other Worlds: The Amazing Story of Unmanned Space ExplorationPrinceton Press, 2013

	Dreams of Other Worlds describes the unmanned space missions that have opened new windows on distant worlds. Spanning four decades of dramatic advances in astronomy and planetary science, this book tells the story of eleven iconic exploratory missions and how they have fundamentally transformed our scientific and cultural perspectives...
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Learning Structure and Schemas from Documents (Studies in Computational Intelligence)Springer, 2011


	It was not long ago that database systems were revolutionized through the birth of

	the relational concepts and theory, which are now materialized in most commercial

	database management systems. It was then thought that data should be structured

	in a rather simple way to support the day-to-day business operations. This

	has...
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Pro SharePoint 2013 Branding and Responsive Web Development (The Expert's Voice)Apress, 2013

	Pro SharePoint 2013 Branding and Responsive Web Development is the definitive reference on the technologies, tools, and techniques needed for building responsive websites and applications with SharePoint 2013.  The book focuses on solutions that provide the best browser experience for the myriad of devices,...
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Finite-Time Stability and Control (Lecture Notes in Control and Information Sciences)Springer, 2013

	Finite-time stability (FTS) is a more practical concept than classical Lyapunov stability, useful for checking whether the state trajectories of a system remain within pre-specified bounds over a finite time interval. In a linear systems framework, FTS problems can be cast as convex optimization problems and solved by the use of effective...
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Five Modes of Scepticism: Sextus Empiricus and the Agrippan Modes (Oxford Philosophical Monographs)Oxford University Press, 2019

	Five Modes of Scepticism examines the argument forms that lie at the heart of Pyrrhonian scepticism as expressed in the writings of Sextus Empiricus. These are the Agrippan modes of disagreement, hypothesis, infinite regression, reciprocity and relativity; modes which are supposed to bring about that quintessentially sceptical...
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