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I hope you get a lot of use out of this book. Since I first got started with Unix in 1986, I've spent a ton of cash buying reference books. I've always been a bibliophile, and computer books have the advantage of being tax deductible, so I've amassed quite a collection. It always annoys me when I get home and the glitzy, well-packaged, 400-page document-o-rama I just shelled out $50 for turns out to contain only 5 pages of actual information or, worse, to be full of information but so poorly organized that it's more trouble than it's worth to find what I need. I've got a shelf full of them, which I will sell cheap.

What I've tried to do here is incorporate the best features from my collection. I know what I like—a good index, thorough technical coverage, relevant examples, and concise explanations (in English). Also, in the process of writing this book I've become almost supernaturally attuned to the subject of computer reference books—you can whisper "Linux in a Nutshell" from 30 feet away across a crowded room and my ears will perk up like a retriever on point. The number one complaint I hear about reference books is "not enough examples." I'm not unsympathetic; thinking up, configuring, and testing all the examples for this book slowed the writing process down to a crawl. But, as my editor pointed out, I'm not doing this for my health. So you will find that for every command in this book there is an accompanying example.

To some extent, Linux commands tend to come in clusters. For example, there are a dozen or so that handle filesystems, another half dozen for fiddling with disks, a whole slew that do things with files, and so forth. Sometimes the command clusters follow a naming convention, as in the case of the "remote" commands (rlogin, rsh, etc.); other times they do not. It occurred to me that it wouldn't be entirely wrong to group the Linux commands into clusters (one for users, another for disks, etc.) and then treat the clusters as data structures. Technically, a data structure consists of two things:

·         a specification for how data will be stored

·         a specification of methods by which the data will be accessed

That's not a perfect description of how the chapters are arranged, but it isn't bad either. At the beginning of each chapter there is a high-level discussion of what purpose each "data structure" serves, how that service is accomplished, and the jargon that has sprung up around it. This provides background for the detailed description of commands that follows. Hopefully, this will provide enough information for newcomers to get started and perhaps be of some value for experienced users as well.
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Creating Regional Wealth in the Innovation Economy: Models, Perspectives, and Best PracticesPrentice Hall, 2002
Drawing on extensive new research through dozens of interviews with entrepreneurial champions in diverse sectors, Creating Regional Wealth in the Global Innovation Economy pinpoints the key reasons why some locations succeed in the quest to become centers of technology and innovation - and sustain their competitive...
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Server Architectures: Multiprocessors, Clusters, Parallel Systems, Web Servers, Storage SolutionsDigital Press, 2004
I believe it was the 1992 season while doing a Saturday College Football ESPN scoreboard show when Tim Brando decided to nickname me the “Pony. ” Brando ’ s one of the more talented announcers I ’ ve ever worked with. He ’ s full of bull most of the time, but he loves college football — and that passion comes...
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Information Technology and the Networked Economy, Second EditionCourse Technology PTR, 2002
In this text you will explore how information systems are used in business, and, more importantly, how the role of information systems has grown as a result of the telecommunications revolution.    

       About the Author
   
Dr. Patrick McKeown has been at the University of Georgia since 1976. He received his...
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RTL Hardware Design Using VHDL: Coding for Efficiency, Portability, and ScalabilityJohn Wiley & Sons, 2006
The skills and guidance needed to master RTL hardware design 
This book teaches readers how to systematically design efficient, portable, and scalable Register Transfer Level (RTL) digital circuits using the VHDL hardware description language and synthesis software. Focusing on the module-level design, which is composed of functional...
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Design of Medical Electronic DevicesAcademic Press, 2002
Most of the advances in medicine today are related to medical technology. On one hand, we have the pharmaceutical companies with their efforts to develop new drugs and treatments for many kinds of diseases. These efforts have been for the most part very lucrative since pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies have for many years enjoyed...
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Quantum Cryptography and Secret-Key DistillationCambridge University Press, 2006


	This book aims at giving an introduction to the principles and techniques

	of quantum cryptography, including secret-key distillation, as well as some

	more advanced topics. As quantum cryptography is now becoming a practical

	reality with products available commercially, it is important to focus not

	only on the theory of quantum...
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