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‘It’s not CSI.’ A few years ago, as forensic crime shows started splashing across TV screens like so much blood spatter, I started hearing this from cops I know in my family and their friends. I heard it from homicide detectives I’d interviewed for previous books. The cops always stopped, sort of mysteriously, at this three-word review whenever the shows were mentioned.

At the time, I didn’t know any forensic scientists. I didn’t know anyone who worked collecting and processing evidence at crime scenes. I didn’t know anybody who worked in a crime lab. But I did keep hearing cops, when they talked about cases they worked on, give variants of this one-sentence critique of crime shows: ‘It’s not CSI.’

At first, I thought cops’ distaste for crime shows might be some form of professional jealousy, a way of preserving insider status (I’ve found that cops tend to have contempt for all crime shows, with the exception of re-runs of Barney Miller). I thought it might be, in the case of homicide detectives, a way of down-playing the importance of science at crime scenes, science that can be intimidating and exclusionary to detectives who do old-fashioned, shoe leather police work.

Just as an occasional viewer, I found CSI and its minions sort of unsettling, rather than convincing. The tone of the shows, especially CSI, seemed too smug with the science and too in-your-face with body parts (granted, I hold my hands in front of my eyes, saying, ‘Jesus, Mary, and Joseph’ over and over during horror movies).

But it seemed odd that four people would concentrate on one case at a time, handling all the work from scene processing through analysis at the lab (and why was the lab always so dark?), on through smirking interrogation of suspects. It didn’t ring right. First of all, who would wear designer suits, leather, and suede to places festooned with body parts? Second, what was with all the gloom? The detectives I know are incredibly socially-skilled, fun, and humorous, not at all like the grim, condescending troupe of CSI.
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In a Pure Muslim Land: Shi'ism between Pakistan and the Middle East (Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks)The University of North Carolina Press, 2019

	Centering Pakistan in a story of transnational Islam stretching from South Asia to the Middle East, Simon Wolfgang Fuchs offers the first in-depth ethnographic history of the intellectual production of Shi'is and their religious competitors in this "Land of the Pure." The notion of Pakistan as the pinnacle of modern global...
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CompTIA A+ Cert Guide (220-701 and 220-702) (2nd Edition)Que, 2011

	Includes Coverage of Windows 7


	 


	Start-to-finish A+ preparation from the world’s #1 PC hardware expert, Scott Mueller!

	
		Master every topic on both new 2011 A+ exams.
	
		Assess your knowledge and focus your learning.
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Spring Boot 2 Recipes: A Problem-Solution ApproachApress, 2018

	
		Solve all your Spring Boot 2 problems using complete and real-world code examples. When you start a new project, you’ll be able to copy the code and configuration files from this book, and then modify them for your needs. This can save you a great deal of work over creating a project from scratch.
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Programming Multicore and Many-core Computing Systems (Wiley Series on Parallel and Distributed Computing)John Wiley & Sons, 2017

	Programming multi-core and many-core computing systems


	Sabri Pllana, Linnaeus University, Sweden


	Fatos Xhafa, Technical University of Catalonia, Spain


	Provides state-of-the-art methods for programming multi-core and many-core systems


	The book comprises a selection of twenty two...
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Higher National Computing, Second Edition: Core Units for BTEC Higher Nationals in Computing and ITNewnes, 2004
Higher National Computing 2e is a new edition of this extremely successful course book, updated specifically to cover the compulsory core units of the 2003 BTEC Higher National Computing schemes. Full coverage is given of the four core units for HNC, the two additional core units required at HND, and the Core Specialist Unit...
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Proof Complexity (Encyclopedia of Mathematics and its Applications)Cambridge University Press, 2019

	Proof complexity is a rich subject drawing on methods from logic, combinatorics, algebra and computer science. This self-contained book presents the basic concepts, classical results, current state of the art and possible future directions in the field. It stresses a view of proof complexity as a whole entity rather than a collection of various...
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