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	Sometimes, when I’m wandering in an art museum looking at the relics of an ancient civilization, I find myself wondering how a

	future society would represent a defunct American culture. What objects would be chosen—or would survive—to be placed on

	display? Would I agree with a curator’s choices? Were I to choose the items that some future American Museum of Art should

	exhibit to represent twentieth-century American culture, here are some I would name: an Elvis Presley record; a Currier & Ives

	print; a movie still from Casablanca. To put it a different way, my priority would not be to exhibit fragments of an urban cathedral, a

	painted landscape, or a formal costume. I wouldn’t deny such objects could be important artifacts of American culture, or that they

	belong in a gallery. But in my avowedly biased opinion, the most vivid documents of American life—the documents that embody its

	possibilities and limits—are typically found in its popular culture.





	Popular culture, of course, is not an American invention, and it has a vibrant life in many contemporary societies. But in few, if any,

	of those societies has it been as central to a notion of national character at home as well as abroad. For better or worse, it is through

	icons like McDonald’s (the quintessential American cuisine), the Western (a uniquely American narrative genre), and Oprah

	Winfrey (a classic late-twentieth century embodiment of the American Dream) that this society is known—and is likely to be

	remembered.






	Comments

		


	[image: ]Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	[image: ][image: Docker for Data Science: Building Scalable and Extensible Data Infrastructure Around the Jupyter Notebook Server]

Docker for Data Science: Building Scalable and Extensible Data Infrastructure Around the Jupyter Notebook ServerApress, 2017

	Learn Docker "infrastructure as code" technology to define a system for performing standard but non-trivial data tasks on medium- to large-scale data sets, using Jupyter as the master controller.





	It is not uncommon for a real-world data set to fail to be easily managed. The set may not fit well into access memory or...
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Suddenly in Charge: Managing Up, Managing Down, Succeeding All AroundNicholas Brealey Publishing, 2011


	In my twenty-five-year consulting practice with about half the

	Fortune 500 firms, and in coaching executives and entrepreneurs

	globally, I’ve found a fascinating phenomenon: not enough people

	prepare for success!





	They prepare for failure, disappointment, delay, and even cataclysm,

	but not necessarily for...
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Why Evolution Is TrueOxford University Press, 2009
For all the discussion in the media about creationism and 'Intelligent Design', virtually nothing has been said about the evidence in question - the evidence for evolution by natural selection. Yet, as this succinct and important book shows, that evidence is vast, varied, and magnificent, and drawn from many disparate fields of science. The very...
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Advanced Engineering MathematicsJohn Wiley & Sons, 2011

	Advanced Engineering Mathematics, 10th Edition is known for its comprehensive coverage, careful and correct mathematics, outstanding exercises, and self-contained subject matter parts for maximum flexibility. The new edition continues with the tradition of providing instructors and students with a comprehensive and up-to-date...
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Distributed Programming with RubyAddison Wesley, 2009

	 “A must have title for the well-rounded Ruby programmer building advanced Rails applications and large systems!”


	OBIE FERNANDEZ, Series Editor


	 


	Complete, Hands-On Guide to Building Advanced Distributed Applications...
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IT Security Interviews Exposed: Secrets to Landing Your Next Information Security JobJohn Wiley & Sons, 2007
It's not a job. It's THE job, and here's how to get it.
   What does your ideal IT security job look like? What will prospective employers expect you to know? What affects how they view you and your skills? What if you haven't had much experience? What if you're not 30 anymore?   

   Here's the crash course in how to...
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