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	Why is astronomy considered a science while astrology is considered only a pseudoscience?
	In other words, how can we prove that a theory faithfully describes reality,
	and that this theory can then be used to predict unknown facts? Karl Popper, the
	well-known philosopher, studied these problems and summarized his conclusions in
	one phrase: “The criterion of the scientific status of a theory is its falsability, or
	refutability, or testability.”* For Popper, “confirming evidence should not count
	except when it is the result of a genuine test of the theory.”


	The testing process of a scientific theory is quite similar to the process of providing
	confirmation either to risky predictions or to attempts to falsify that theory. Testing
	is a complex activity. It has to simultaneously bear in mind the theory and the external
	reality; it has to provide objective answers to complex questions related to our
	own perceptions of a rational reality.


	When developing software, we follow the same thought process, since one builds an
	abstract model between the external world and the user. In our software, we define
	strict processes that will guide our actions, and we build the data we want to
	manipulate in complex databases and templates.


	Can we test our software with Popper’s principles in mind? The answer is definitively
	yes, because software testing should not only be a confirmation that the application
	is working correctly but also that it will react correctly when unexpected conditions
	occur. This constant and complex relationship between the software one tests
	and external reality should guide testers in their daily work.


	Although testing is usually perceived as a necessity in software development, it is
	rarely applied as a rigorous activity. Within many projects, testing is simply omitted;
	in others, it is executed with the distinct intent to prove that the application performs
	correctly under test conditions.


	After reading John Watkins’s Testing IT you will be convinced that testing is not as
	complex as it seems and that it can be managed like any other development activity.
	The first thing you notice in reading Testing IT is that John puts the accent on testing
	processes and real-world case studies, which are, in my opinion, the most
	important aspects of software testing, implicitly applying Popper’s conclusions.


	Testing IT is divided into three logical, distinct parts: Part 1 focuses on traditional
	testing processes. Although technology is evolving at lightening speed, processes
	remain. They become even more important because they are at the heart of any
	activity. You will find this part very useful since it presents the testing phases starting
	from unit testing up to regression testing in the order found on all projects. Each
	phase is presented in the same coherent plan, facilitating access to the information.
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Lessons in Grid Computing: The System Is a MirrorJohn Wiley & Sons, 2006
Praise for Lessons in Grid Computing: The System Is a Mirror
    

    "You should not overlook the potential genius in this concept."
    —Geoffrey Moore, consultant and author, Dealing with Darwin    

    "Since he first identified 'information systems as mirrors of...
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Introductory CircuitsJohn Wiley & Sons, 2008
Compact but comprehensive, this textbook presents the essential concepts of electronic circuit theory.  As well as covering classical linear theory involving resistance, capacitance and inductance it treats practical nonlinear circuits containing components such as operational amplifiers, Zener diodes and exponential diodes.  The...
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TCP/IP JumpStart: Internet Protocol BasicsSybex, 2002
Build Your Internetworking Career on a Solid Foundation
    Whether you’re setting out to earn a networking certification or just want to know more about how the Internet works, this fully updated edition of TCP/IP JumpStart is the place to start. Inside, a veteran network administrator and instructor demystifies...
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Heterogeneous Electrode Processes and Localized Corrosion (Wiley Series in Corrosion)John Wiley & Sons, 2012

	Sheds new light on the significance of electrode inhomogeneity and electrochemical heterogeneity


	A major contribution to the field of electrochemistry, this book—based on a thorough review of the literature and author Yongjun Tan's twenty years of pioneering research—examines electrochemical heterogeneity and...
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The Facebook Guide to Small Business MarketingJohn Wiley & Sons, 2013

	The guide for marketing a small business on Facebook


	The number one social networking site offers the opportunity to reach more than 350 million registered users with your advertising message. Owners of small and local businesses will benefit from these tips and best practices provided by Facebook insiders. Learn new ways to...
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Performance Marketing with Google Analytics: Strategies and Techniques for Maximizing Online ROIJohn Wiley & Sons, 2010

	An unparalleled author trio shares valuable advice for using Google Analytics to achieve your business goals


	Google Analytics is a free tool used by millions of Web site owners across the globe to track how visitors interact with their Web sites, where they arrive from, and which visitors drive the most revenue and sales...
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