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Since the publication of the third edition of The Audit Committee Handbook in
1999, a number of major accounting scandals (e.g., Enron,WorldCom, and others)
as well as the demise of the international accounting firm of Anderson LLP have
shaken the global capital markets. As a result, the U.S. Congress enacted the Sarbanes-
Oxley Act of 2002 and the Securities and Exchange Commission adopted
final rules amending the securities laws. Likewise, the Self-Regulatory Organizations
set forth a number of amendments to their listing standards with respect to
corporate governance and accountability. The major thrust of these reforms is to
create a new regulatory and legal environment and corporate accountability framework,
which, in turn, provides an effective financial reporting system with relevant
and reliable financial information. The primary goal is to restore investor confidence
through an efficient securities market system.

Historically, the role and responsibilities of the audit committee as a key institution
in corporate governance has been accepted as an important oversight mechanism
to help the board of directors discharge its fiduciary financial responsibility
and stewardship accountability to the shareholders. However, the aforementioned
events have caused a reexamination of the audit committee’s role in the context of
corporate governance. In fact, these events have caused a number of best practices
for the audit committee to become federal statute. Given these mandates, members
of audit committees must adhere to higher standards in corporate accountability to
ensure the quality of financial information and investor protection against accounting
scandals. Audit committees in a global securities marketplace continue to
respond to the investing public’s demand for oversight protection. (See Appendix D
on this book’s website.) As noted, such committees not only help engender a high
degree of integrity in both the internal and external audit processes and financial
reporting process, but they also help provide for an efficient and transparent securities
market. For example, many countries with developed equity markets or
emerging markets have adopted audit committees through public and/or private
sector initiatives to ensure price protection of their securities to investors. Moreover,
the recent initiatives to develop and adopt harmonized international accounting
and auditing standards accentuate the need to achieve uniformity in
oversight protection to investors. It should be noted that companies will use the endorsement
of these standards by the International Organization of Securities Commissions
in their stock offering documents to raise capital in a global securities
marketplace.
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Core HTML5 Canvas: Graphics, Animation, and Game Development (Core Series)Prentice Hall, 2012

	In the summer of 2001, after 15 years of developing graphical user interfaces and

	graphics-intensive applications, I read a best-selling book about implementing

	web applications by someone I did not know—Jason Hunter—but whom, unbeknownst

	to me, would soon become a good friend on the No Fluff Just Stuff

	(NFJS) tour....
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Brandwashed: Tricks Companies Use to Manipulate Our Minds and Persuade Us to BuyCrown, 2011

	Foreword by Morgan Spurlock

	

	From the bestselling author of Buyology comes a shocking insider’s look at how today’s global giants conspire to obscure the truth and manipulate our minds, all in service of  persuading us to buy. 

	 

	Marketing visionary Martin Lindstrom has been on the...
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Concepts of Database ManagementCengage Learning, 2011

	CONCEPTS OF DATABASE MANAGEMENT fits perfectly into any introductory database course for information systems, business or CIS programs. This concise text teaches SQL in a database-neutral environment with all major topics being covered, including E-R diagrams, normalization, and database design. Now in its seventh edition, CONCEPTS OF DATABASE...
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Companies Are People, Too: Discover, Develop, and Grow Your Organization's True PersonalityJohn Wiley & Sons, 2003
Praise for COMPANIES ARE PEOPLE, TOO    

"In most cases, the CEO’s perception of a company’s personality is drastically different than what the rest of the organization perceives. In the dynamic read, Companies Are People, Too, you’ll discover how to identify the true personality of your company. With this...
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Software Metrics: A Guide to Planning, Analysis, and ApplicationAuerbach Publications, 2003
The modern field of software metrics emerged from the computer modeling and "statistical thinking" services of the 1980s. As the field evolved, metrics programs were integrated with project management, and metrics grew to be a major tool in the managerial decision-making process of software companies. Now practitioners in the software...
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CGI Programming with PerlO'Reilly, 2000
Programming on the Web today can involve any of several technologies, but the Common Gateway Interface (CGI) has held its ground as the most mature method--and one of the most powerful ones--of providing dynamic web content. CGI is a generic interface for calling external programs to crunch numbers, query databases, generate customized graphics, or...
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